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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
February 16—Pork Classic     February 23-24—Winter Calf Show 
February 24—B&B Jackrabbit Classic    February 25—Ag Olympics 
March 22-23—Little International    April 12—MN FFA 
April 15—SD FFA      April 23—Scholarship banquet 
May 25-26—Fitting Clinic, Arena    July 19-20—Judging team reunion 
May 4—SDSU Graduation     September 14—Beef Bowl 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS:   19—ELAINE  GRINGS MARCH BIRTHDAYS:    
3—GEORGE PERRY   20—STACY SCRAMLIN 4—BOB THALER      
4—JEFF CLAPPER   22—CHERYL BESTE 13—KEVIN VANDERWAL   
10—HEIDI FRANZKY   22—ANN KOLTHOFF 23—BRENDA BJORKLUND    
CONGRATULATIONS! 
-To Graduate Student Lyssa Seefeldt who completed her 
M.S. degree in November in reproductive physiology under 
the direction of Dr. Jeff Clapper. 
-To Graduate Student Carrie Delvaux Cox who completed 
her M.S. degree in November in ruminant nutrition under the 
direction of Dr. Robbi Pritchard. 
-To former graduate students Drs. 
Tracy and Jenny Jennings on 
the birth of Connor Michael De-
cember 12.  He weighed 8 lbs, 2 
oz. and was 20” long and joins 
brother, Tyler.  They reside in 
Brookings where Tracy is self-
employed in the meat science area 
and Jenny is employed by Alltech in beef research and is also 
their lab manager. 
-To former graduate student Josh 
McCarthick on the birth of  Logan 
Robert born January 7.  He also 
weighed 8 lbs., 2 oz. and was 19.5” 
long.  Josh currently works in distill-
ers grain sales for Valero Renewables 
in Welcome, MN. 
-To Jane Pesall on her 
retirement December 
21.  Jane conducted 
research in the Muscle 
Biology Lab with Dr. 
Doug McFarland for 
24 1/2 years. They are 
pictured with her fare-
well gifts, prints of  
photos taken in western 
ND where she vacationed last summer.  
-To Drs. Stacy Scramlin and Michael Gonda for their nomi-
nation for Teacher of the Year for the College of ABS. 
WELCOME to the following employees: 
-Dr. Derek Brake began employment January 14 as 
a ruminant nutritionist.  He graduated with a Ph.D. 
from Kansas State University in December and is a 
native of Ohio. 
-Dr. Crystal Levesque began 
employment January 14 as a 
swine nutritionist.  She most re-
cently was a postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of Guelph, Ontario.  She is a native 
of Saskatchewan. 
-Roger Ellis began employment January 7 as Beef 
Feedlot Field Specialist located in Aberdeen. 
 
-Four graduate students also began their graduate 
programs in January: 
-Justin Carothers is studying nutrition under Dr. 
Robbi Pritchard.  Justin received his B.S. degree 
in animal production from Pur-
due University in December and 
is a native of Ohio. 
-Mo Jia is studying meat science 
under Drs. Keith Underwood 
and Stacy Scramlin.  Mo received his B.S. degree 
in animal science from Colorado State University in 
December.  He is a native of 
Beijing, China. 
-Kara Marley is studying animal genetics 
under Dr. Michael Gonda.  Kara received her 
B.S. in agricultural business from Southern 
Arkansas University in May and is a native of 
Arkansas. 
-Adolf Sackey is study-
ing ruminant nutrition under Dr. Elaine Grings.  
He received his B.S. in animal science at the Uni-
versity of Ghana in 2009 and most recently was 
employed by Cocoa Abrabopa Association work-
ing to improve living conditions of Ghanaian 
cocoa farmers. He is a native of Ghana, Africa. 
-The SDSU Sheep Unit was the front-page 
feature in the recently published Winter 
2013 edition of “Hampshire Heartbeat”.  
The award was also featured in the Decem-
ber issue of NODARS at http://
www.sdstate.edu/ars/upload/NODARS-Dec
-7.pdf 
-Condolences are expressed to Carol Kleinjan on the passing of 
her mother, Nellie Mast, on December 25.  The following thank 
you was received from Carol for the department:  “Special thanks 
for your prayers, beautiful cards and words of sympathy following 
my mother’s passing on Christmas Day.  Your support is very 
much appreciated.  Thank you for the memorial gift.  It will be 
given to the Volga Christian School for elementary education. 
-Condolences are also expressed to Dr. Michael Gonda on the 
passing of his grandmother January 9 in Cleveland, OH. 
The Livestock Judging Team, coached by Josh Cribbs, recently 
participated in the National Western Stock Show in Denver, CO in 
January. The team finished 3rd in the carload contest and 9th in 
the hill contest with Garret Weber (Lake Benton, MN) placing 
3rd overall in the swine division and 11th overall in the contest, 
David Buseman (Canistota, SD) placing 5th in the sheep division, 
and Ethan Johnson (Baltic, SD) placing 9th in the cattle division. 
They also competed in the Sioux Falls Empire Show contest the 
first weekend in February and were 5th overall. They won the 
cattle division while Lane Peterson (Holabird, SD), Johnson and 
Weber finished 5th, 6th, and 7th overall in cattle and Weber was 
5th overall in the entire contest. 
South Dakota State University’s Wool Judging Team earned 
champion honors at the National Western Stock Show in Denver, 
CO, on January 17.  The team defeated the competition by seven 
points to win the wool judging competition in Denver for a back-
to-back National Western Wool Judging Championship.  The team 
consisted of Aimee Ellinger (Middleville, MI), Danie Evers 
(Sioux Center, IA), Sara Glisczinski (New Prague, MN), Braden 
Grefe (Fairmont, MN), Josh Kirchenbauer (Clear Lake, MN), 
Sara Kleyer (Rock Valley, IA), Dylan Oeltjenbruns (Mountain 
Lake, MN), Grady Ruble (Albert Lea, MN), Nicole Schwebach 
(Egan, SD), Meagan Stueven (Hills, MN), and Brandon Weidert 
(Lismore, MN).  
The students have been preparing for the competition since Sep-
tember.  Contestants graded one rail of 15 fleeces, placed six clas-
ses, and presented three sets of oral reasons.  The team is coached 
by Lacie Hoffman, Master’s candidate in Meat Science from 
Redfield, SD.  
Braden Grefe was 7th high individual overall, Sara Glisczinski 
placed 8th, and Grady Ruble finished 9th.  Grefe won high indi-
vidual in grading, 
Glisczinski was 7th, 
and Ruble finished 
8th.  Danielle Evers 
was 14th high individ-
ual in placings and 
Glisczinski was 19th.  
Ruble was 5th high 
individual in reasons 
and Glisczinski was 
8th.  Glisczinski was 
12th high overall in 
total judging, Ruble was 13th, and Evers was 16th.  Meagan Stue-
ven was 3rd high individual in hand spinning, Aimee Ellinger 
finished 4th, Josh Kirchenbauer was 10th, Brandon Weidert was 
17th, Glisczinski was 18th, Nicole Schwebach was 19th, and Sara 
Kleyer was 20th.  
Thank you to former graduate 
student Lyssa Seefeldt for 
taking the photos and compil-
ing them on the collage pic-
tured at left.  The collage is 
displayed in the Animal Sci-
ence main office. 
Graduate student Becky Whit-
lock presented an abstract at the 
Autumn Immunology Confer-
ence in Chicago in November.  
She along with Drs. Rebecca 
Bott and Alan Young are pic-
tured with her poster. 
The study abroad trip to Argentina was another success in 
2013! Twenty one undergraduates and two graduate students 
joined Drs. Julie Walker and Stacy Scramlin for 14 days in 
Argentina and Uruguay from December 28 to January 13. 
The trip included stops at cattle operations, feedlots, seed 
companies, pre-mix companies, research stations and much 
more. It was a little warmer there, with temperatures in the 
80s and 90s, however, the students were missing the snow as 
the trip concluded. It was a wonderful experience for all with 
many “learning moments” and memories that will last a life-
time. To view more pictures, visit sdsu2013argenti-
na.blogspot.com or the Facebook page at SDSU Argentina 
Ag Course.  Student participants were: Kelsey Begalka, An-
drea Diehn, Thomas Erickson, Daniel Gering, Kaitlin 
Hartkopf, Emily Helms, Alex Hohertz, Zeb Husted, Jona-
thon Kleinjan, Elizabeth Krohmer, David Little, Jeffrey 
Miller, Larissa Neugebauer, Trish Ollerich, Christopher 
Opdahl, Cameron Pewe, Jerylin Reed, Andrew Reis, 
Shane Runge, Shaina Sabel, Sarah Sample and Nuria 
Garcia. 
Former faculty member/department head Dr. 
Rick Wahlstrom will be 90 years young  on 
February 13.  Birthday greetings can be sent to 





The Animal Science Department held their annual potluck Christmas party at the Alumni Center December 8.  Santa and his elf 
(both of whom look somewhat familiar) stopped by to visit with the children (as well as some adults!) regarding their Christmas 
wish lists and to hand out gifts.  All photos (with the exception of the Wahlstroms’ photo) are courtesy of Nancy Marshall.  Thank 
you, Nancy! 
